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THE UUIMATE 3-D MOVIE 

SHOWING AT 

DISNEYLAND AND WALT DISNEY WORLD EPCOT CENTER 
GEORGE LUCAS 

PRESENTS 

A 3-D MUSICAL MOTION PICTURE SPACE ADVENTURE 
DIRECTED BY FRANCIS COPPOLA 
STARRING MICHAEL JACKSON as CAPTAIN EO 

NOW BECOMES 

IHE ULTIMAIE 
3-D COMIC BOOK 
EXPERIENCE 




ART BY TOM YEATES 


FROM THE LEADER IN 3-D 
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The Justice 
League of 
America: 

man and Batman; Wonder Woman 
and The Flash; The Red Tornado 
and Fire.storm. Gone are the annual 
JLA/Justice Society of America 
team-ups that fans looked toward to 
for 22 years. Gone is the friendship 
and camaraderie between those once 

created another hero named Gre 
Lantern. He too was enormoui 
popular, so in 1960, EXT followed ( 
logical step of teaming their V 
newe.st creations with their fc 
oldest surviving heroes—Supermt 

A Eulogy 

Super-Heroes,” 

It is both ironic and fitting that the 

Manhunter from Mars, a scier 

by Greg Gildersleeve 

because not only did the JLA have 

combined to “uphold justice agai 
whatever danger threatens it," ii 

^pho cancellaiion of Justice 

Schwartz! writer Gardner Fox, and 

America. As per DC's policy at i 

marks not only the end of a comic 
book with a 26-year history; it also 

uninterrupted for eight years), they 
also bounced back from the dark 

anthology titles. The Brave and i 
Bold, issues #28-30 in this ca 

nail in the coffin of the old DC 
Universe that was done away with 

Fitting because the JLA represents 
DCs last great obstacle in putting 


by the Crisis on Infinite Earths— 
the same DC Universe that was 
given life by editor Julius Schwartz 

their old universe to rest. DC's pro¬ 
clamation that the new Superman 
and the new Wonder Woman were 

the JLA were in.stantly success 
and quickly spun off into their o' 

in 1956. with the introduction of the 
second Flash. 

never members of the old JLA can 
have an ever greater, more perma- 

Early JLA stories downpla) 
Superman and Batman (becai 

served as the very heart and soul of 
that universe—the meeting place of 

decades is gone, replaced by a new 

exposure) until DC decided to i 
them to boost sales. Fox, a noi 

DCs most prominent characters: , 
Superman, Batman. Wonder Wo- i 
man. Aquaman. Flash, Green Lan¬ 

and entirely different Justice 
\ League. Furthermore, the old title's 
cancellation is in keeping with the 

alien planets and villains like Star 
a giant, mutated starfish, a 

tern. Hawkman. and others. The 
JLA was the staple that held that 

company’s “start over” trend; a new 
Earth, a new Superman, a new Won- 

Despero, a three-eyed world-ct 
queror. As the JLA’s popular 

“converging point” of the old 
multiverse—the multiple earths 

Whether or not DC planned it this 
way from the start of their ill-fated 

Arrow, DC's only surviving GoU 
Age hero not included in the tear 

concept—as Earth-2. Earth-3. 
Earth-X. and Earth-S were almost 

“New JLA” in 1984 makes for inter¬ 
esting speculation, but in the end. 

founding (because Schwartz fori 
him) Joined in JLA #4 (1961), as < 

True, there will be a new Justice 

universe to which they no longer 
belonged. 

(1962), and Hawkman. in f 
(1964). 

and while the new team {JL for 

the JLA’s background, but for those 

werenTCm^TeV""w"Tt 

ter than the old team, it won’t be the 
same. Gone are the interactions be¬ 

1956. after several years of waning 
popularity for super-heroes, DC 

heroes who had bit the dt 

tween such diverse characters as 
Hawkman and Green Arrow; Super- 

came out with The Flash, who 
proved so popular that in 1959 DC 

Schwanz and his staff had kept 
name and general essence of 

c Amazing Heroes i 
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The classic romance. 
Romeo and Juliet. 
Bogart and Bacall. 
Charles and Diana. 
Hoping to find that? 

Well, forget it. Jack. 
Welcome to the real world. 

Issue number three. On sale late february. 
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THE BEST 




BY DIXON-liANDALL-DEMTO 

"...More plot...than "11 look wing immcdialely. "...very efTecliveiy 

most 48 page annuals." and continued lo soar." done." 

—Don Thompson —QJ\. Jones —Dogcr Zelazny 

BIWEEKLY ACTION! 
























THE REVENGE! 
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LEPRECON ’87 

HOUSTON 

MARCH 13-15 

RAMADA HOTEL SOUTHWEST 

6855 SW FREEWAY (at Bellaire) 


GUESTS 

Conic Writers & Artists 

Peter Bagge 
Gerry Conway 
Drew Friectnan 
Mike GrelI 
Lurene Ha Ines 
Jack Herman 
GiIbert Hernandez 
Jaime Hernandez 
Lea Hernandez 
Mark Hernandez 


ACTIVITIES 

LARGE dealer’s room 
HOSPITALITY SUITE 
CLUBS and PARTIES 
D&D TOURNAMENT 
JAPANIMATION 
CONTESTS and 
more activities! 


william Messner-Loebs 
John Nordland I I 
Sam de la Rosa 
Russ Sever 
Ton Stazer 
Donald Tenney 
Thonas A. Tenney 
John Will lams 
Bill WI I I I ngham 
Keith WlIson 
Fantasy Artists 

Brad Foster 
Doug Potter 
Martin Thomas 
Science Fiction Authors 

George Alec Effinger 
Steve Gould 
Justin Lelber 

PubIIsher 


ADMISSION 

$5 per day in advance 
$6 at door, $7 on SAT 
$10 full three-day pass 
in advance ($15°° at door) 

*Klds under 10 achiltted FREE! 

•10 to 13 year-olds 1/2 price! 


CALL 

973-6177 

for information 
and updates 


Gary Groth 
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A Tribute to 

E. NELSON BRIDWEll 


by Richard Morrissey 


E (for Edward) Nelson Brid- 
■ well, editor and writer for 
DC Comics from 1964 to 1986, was 
born in Oklahoma City. Okla. on 
September 22, 1931 (a date, if not 








advantage 


Nelson Bridwell originated this gag, which has i 
suggest an ally suddenly backing out of a hop 


situation. 
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X-THIEVES #2 


FtCTlONEER BOOKS, LTD. • 234 FIFTH AVE. 
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YORK, 






Interviewith The 




44 


April i, 


45 

















Discover the Magic! Discover the Hero! 


^ by Matt Wagner 

Starblaze Grabhics takes you back to the 
beginning, in the first book of a 5-voiume series 
Mage^"* V-One coilects the first five chabters 
of Kevin Matchstick's fantastic adventures. 

"As a 15-issue comic-book series, [Mage] has grown 
increasingly impressive; it richly deserves to be collected 
into book form, where it can share shelf space wth The 
Once and Future King... Mage truly deserves to be 
called a masterpiece." - The Comic Buyer's Guide 
"... A classic of comics fantasy." - Heidi MacDonald 

MACE The Hero Discovered I 

Volume One, S'A x 11,144 pages, 

ISBN 0-89865-465-1, $12.95 Retail __ ^^qraphTcs 

Also available: 
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|THE DEMON QUEEN 
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REVIEWS 


that I enjoyed the boc:tk. Since I 
never, ever liked the Hulk’s book, 
none of those sweeping changes have 
the nostalgic shock at seeing, say, 
the Angel losing his wings. In fact, 
looking at it. 1 simply admire the 
way David has been able to work 
some changes on the tangled rela¬ 
tionships of Bruce (who looks abso¬ 
lutely nothing like he used to) Bet¬ 
ty, General Ross, Rick Jones, and 
the Hulk-persona itself. 

Actually, The Hulk was as funda¬ 
mentally sound as any Lee-Kirby 
creation—the big, angry raging gray- 

in moments of weakness—it’s a 
powerful concept, but nobody’s ever 
done anything with it. And since 
puny Banner was such a puny, 
wimpy little guy. writers tended to 
have the Hulk (01’ Jade Jaws, as we 
used to know him) hopping around 
bashing up .super-villains, After all. 
how many times could you see Ban¬ 
ner get all excited and turn green? 
(Ask Ken Johnson that one.) After 
a few issues. I’d had it. Never looked 
back, either. Nonetheless, the con¬ 
cept of the conflict between the Hulk 
and Banner—whether as id or super- 

within all of us—is a fascinating one, 

David hasn’t quite done that yet, 
but it is rather intriguing. Ross is 
dead. Betty's upset. The crossing 
paths of Bruce and Rick Jones over 

weight, ant the conflict over 
whether the Hulk persona is really 
a separate one from Banner’s, or 
merely his dark side is a fairly in¬ 
teresting one. It's a sharp episode. 


and David’s writing is definitely 
better-than-average. The art. alas, is 
watered down fifth-generation 
super-hero stuff. About the most 
damning thing I can say about it is 
that I don’t wish it were on better 
paper, and that’s pretty damning. 

But still, despite David’s ingenuity 
here. I have no desire whatsoever to 
continue reading the Hulk. It’s 
clever, but ifs hardly profound. Like 

about the Hulk. 


In fact, in my reading all of these 

creasingly clear to me—I’ve actual¬ 
ly gotten accustomed to a far higher 
level of artistry in comics than these 
can pixxluce. I'm .sorry, but creators 
such as Alan Moore. Dave Sim, the 
Hernandez Brothers, Will Eisner, 
and the rest have made me e> 
stories that make me think, art that 
reflects the human condition, c 

political issues and not Just who's I 
stronger, the Hulk or Thor. ' 

While there are a few flashes in 
the pulp pan—Swamp Thing at DC I 
' n to switch to a different for- I 
. , The 'Nam at Marvel—the. | 
traditional newsstand comic is 
jative dead end as things stand j 
w. Marvel comics can no Ic ' 
in compete with their own 
line for excitement and innovati 
even something as loony as Steelgrip ] 
5ton(:o’has it all over these tired and | 
nd-rate books masquerading as 
the top of the Marvel line. Which 
is really too bad. because Spider- I 
Man and the Fantastic Four and the 




•s. They 


The ‘Nam is an admirable, even 
remarkable book, but one superior 
book is no balance against the years 
of merchandising adaptions, mutant 
spinoffs and Secret Wars-New 
Universe debacles. The positions of 
Marvel and DC are now exactly 
reversed from what they were 15 
years ago. Then DC was the ff\ com¬ 
pany, hidebound and secure. Marvel 
was the hungry upstart. By the mid- 
’70s, Marvel was bursting with the 
innovative talents of creators like 
Steve Gerber. Steve Englehart, Jim 
Starlin and Craig Russell, and. later 
on, Claremont, Byrne. Perez, and 
Jim Sh(X)ter himself Today Marvel 
is number one by a long shot, mone¬ 
tarily speaking, their hype machine 
will not allow even the slightest 
divergence from the idea that 
Marvel is the only comic book com¬ 
ics are the only way to make comic 
b(X)ks in the universe. (Does anyone 
remember the phrase Di.stinguished 
Competition?) This attitude is as 
laughable as Ronald Reagan’s ina¬ 
bility to admit he swapped guns for 
hostages. It ignores all evidence and 

So I put my nostalgia where it 

always want to read about the X-Men 
and The Avengers and Spider-Man, 
just like a pan of me will always 
want to watch Speed Racer and 
Gilligan's Island. 

But like the man said, the bottom 
line is this; I grew up. Marvel Com- 


NEXT ISSUE: R.A. Jones returns 
for the space of one i.ssue, to give 
his Top-Ten list for 1987! 


“Refreshing and graceful. ” 

-Trina Robbins 



A timeless story 

coming from 

Renegade 
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In an age of violent 
extremes... of serial 
killers, terrorists, and 
subversive warfare... 
the deadliest of assassir 
the hquidators, stalk 
like tigers in 
a world of prey. 
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READERS 



“A gentle whimsical alternative to 
conventional comics fare. ” 

-Heidi MacDonald 




A timeless story 
coming from 

Renegade 
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Amazing Heroes #114 
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nital, dark other, his overall pessimism is as- 
tells about tounding. The Newsday article 
otham,” of quotes Gary as saying Dwri 

as well as pessimism. I have to agree. It’s a 

There’s a ing that, while man’s in trouble, he’s 
>f the Code always managed to survive. He 
mtchrnen. could use a good dose of Erasmus 


ay. Miller, as well as Vigilantes 
:ve staff and many of Marvel’s 
rs. abuse New York and its citi- 


is true. New Yorkers are good 
people, and while they can be 

ter than Miller perceived us. If he 
be as quick with^encouragement as 
is that Miller has joined his Gotham 


scon SHAWrS urban gorilla is well-known 

THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE. 



'AMUSING STORIES' COMING IN MARCH FROM RENEGADL^ 









































BEGINNING IN MAY. 
















